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ear | 3 . 
TO: “Dave Marston 


FROM: Ge aeaon Fore 


| returned. from Key West early bis morning more frustrated than. 
tired. “Although there are a few lines tet t out down. Hei which 
eben check back on in a couple. o f days, and a few here n Miami 
-yet to be checked, there's a possibility. that George. Faraldo! S 
‘story. may eventually wind up a valid question mark. For tha | 
reason, there should be a record.of the details of my investigation, 
ant addition to minor nuances and suspicions which later may turn 
out to. be relevant. More importantly, -however, are a couple | 
of fascinating investigative sidestreets. which coincidentally C1 
like. to believe) popped up. 





A initially talked To funnily Shah itd ty Aalionnn: After an. 


hour's conversation with him, ! was.left with the impression, as” 
| | mentioned. then, that he seemed a credible character. There were, 
. however, ‘strange. undulations in his: oy to recall. detaits. .-Some 


recollections” were extremely detailed, others extremely. fuzzy. 
“(He was. absolutely sure the number of the plane was’CU-T 583; yet 
he wasn't too sure about the month or even the year.). Still, ~ 
there.were no inconsistencies in the details. he told Sarah, those 
- he told to me on the Telephone and those he told to me in ‘person. 

“And, .in fact, undulations in recollected details may be a characteristic 
of memory after. 13 years. . 


men, 


Gee 


cal Kasi details remain the same: The incident occurred in the. 





tate summer. months, late July, August or early September, in, he | 
° believes, 1963... He is absolutely not sure of the year, but “doubts. 
whether. he would have remembered Oswald or Ruby if he’ had seen 
. them more: than a year prior to the. assassination. Faraldo was | 
in The hospital ween Kennedy was killed. He had had, | believe, a 
-heart problem. His recollection of the incident 1s that it occurred 
not too tong Potore that. He was manager of the Key West :International 


Airport. then and arrived at work. between 9 and 9:30 in the ‘morning. 
The™ group was in the lobby of the. airport when he arrived. — The lobby~ 
has two parts to it, the ticket counter. area and the waiting area, 
~ both very small, a piace partition. and doors separating them. 
The group was in the ticket counter. area, and most of them remained 
in that area all day. There were. ‘between. 30 and 40 in-the. group. | 
They. were, most of the time, in clusters, many sitting in. small - a 
circles on-the floor, a few with guitars. They were relatively. — 
quiet, well-behaved and caused no disturbance. Neither, , according 
to. the guy who was janitor then, did. they leave much of aomess. 
They were:-mostly young, boys: ‘and girls, “hippie-looking, Ma: few 
dressed in olive-drab fatigues. Faraido recalls he had a AU Gk 
against being shirtless in the lobby area (not a general rule” yin 
-most Key: West establishments) and ‘he did have to tell'a few (of: - 
the. guys, ! presume) who had. wandered outside, removed. their shirts 
in the heat, to put them back on when they returned TO the lobby. 
That's. one of the factors which makes him sure it was in the summer. . 
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. and): heard. imsask: ."Have-you-heard. anything ‘from the Big Bird 


_Faraldo says he learned from talking with a few in the group 
' that ‘they. were going to Cuba to: cut ‘sugar’ cane and that They | 
had. something to do with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 
The leader of the group appeared to be a guy with a beard, but 
he. wasn't an obvious feader barking. orders or giving con omdes 
‘Although. Oswald was a part of the group,: ‘Says Faraldo, he 

was more distinctive than the others: i nad he moved about 
- ‘more ‘and: appeared a bit nervous. (That, at least, made him 
distinctive to Faraldo who was then dat ly on the look-out for | 
potential hijackers, ). Oswald was dressed casually, sport shirt 
_ and pants.’ Ruby also was casually dressed, but he spent most 

of the time,not mingling with the group. but standing against | 
_ the doorway that led from the waiting area toarear plane- ee 
area. (There are no ramps or corridors;::the airport building | 
rectangular, the planes taxi right°off the runway and up to 
the building. ) | | 


Once, as Faratdo reported To Sarah, he saw Oswald approach Ruby. 


Vets Faraldo recalls Thinking. Oswald may have been asking about 
_when the plane Was coming in, but he later had doubts about that 
assumption when he again overheard Oswald asked others.in the 

FOUR, specifically about the Time the plane was coming tn. 


ibe relee recalls that a plane finally. did. arrive late in the evening .. 
to pick’up the group: He says. Oswald got on the plane with the~- 
Group." He didn't see Ruby get on and doesn't know if he did. 


At Various Times | during she day, Faraldo wandered around the airport 
taking: photographs of the group. He used.a movie camera anda: °° 
35-mm still camera. (At first he ‘told. me he used a Pentax: 35mm, 

later said he had: thought about it and. didn't think: he had hiss. 2 
Pentax at. the time and used either a Leica or’ an Argus.) He © | 
shot the. -movie film for WTVJ-TV, a Miami: television station, for 


which’ he was a regular stringer. He sent both his movie. film. 


and his 35mm film: undeveloped to ‘Miami with: d crew member of. 
a National Airlines flight, which was his regular procedure. 


|. His movie: film was in an envelope marked WIVJ. The crew member Was 


told to give. it? to a cab driver :at. the. Miami airport to deliver: 

‘to the television station. It was addressed ‘to Ralph Renick, es | 

news > eee The still film was put in a ‘brown manilta envelope, 
folded. over, taped. and addressed to "Director, FBI, Washington, OeC. 
(Faraldo bore. he put just his name as a return address. ) The 

National crew member was told to drop the envelope in‘a mail. Pouch or box 
at the Miami airport. Faraldo doesn't. remember the crew member’ so 

name Or the. National flight number. ~— 


| spoke wlth about 20 Pero who might possibly have been in a position 
To corroborate Faraldo's memory of the group being at: Key vese Airport. 
Less than a half dozen were directly suggested. by Faraldo. “Only | | 

a few remembered: such an incident, none with any clarity or detail. 
Clennie Demeritt, for instance, one. worked the ticket counter. for. 
National Airlines at Key West then, says he does . remember something 
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-Americans, and Canadians, but doesn't remember when they went. 
He thinks if oe have heppened on his day off and he was 
told about) its 
‘Herbert Carmen, with the Immigration. Department then » vaguely 
“remembers | reading” something about ‘sucha group in the newspapers, 
but thoughT. they. left from Canada, or; Mexi.co. | | 
Kenneth Bauman, who has been with. the, Federal | ‘Aviation Administration. 
at Key. West. for 20 years, also vaguely remembers reading - about such - 
a group,: but thinks he didn't see them because he was on the late 
shift:then, ¢ | : 
“Anthony Alonso Sr., then the Key West Airport janitor, does recall 
the. group, corroborated Faraldo's contention: that there were 30 or : 
40 in the group, thinks they were "foreigners" or “strangers, | 
and pins the time :down as "'62 or *!63.". (He-is “a very old.man, - | 
! 
! 
j 


| 

| 

| 

' 

| | 

| | | | } 
about a group. going to Cuba to cut sugar cane, thinks they were 
| 

| 


initially. answered “Yeahti" to most of. my questions and would not 
“be considered a reliable witness, ‘probably, because of his age.) 

Don’ Pinda, a -photographer for the. “Key, West Citizen, who Faraldo.. 

thinks might have. covered the incident, “doesn't Pemenber it at 
all. and says all his. negatives from. that. time. were lost ina. 
-hureicane. | : 

“Ac page-by- page. check of. the. bound ‘yo Fumes: at: ne Citizen! S office 
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produced :no. record, The Historian | atthe Public Library, a Mrs. . 3 
Betty Bruce, who-was described as "remembering everything," ‘could — 
not recall the incident but will doublecheck the microfilm files 


this week,.for me, 

John. Mangialleto, currently Fé yA Chief. ae Key. West, told me FAA 
records are kept only 15 day jefore being destroyed. He had- 

no recollection of the incid 

Neither U.S. - Customs: nor ta has any: records: of any such- 
outgoing flight. “as Faraldo describes... | 

No one who.worked the control tower in. 1965 has any peel feetion 
of sucha flight. (Prior to the Cuban missite crisis in October of: 
1962, Mey. West Airport had no conncol tower. ) . 


oP ee ee ee ee ee So eo 
ER 8 carey sere we ery Peat sep 082 en ee ey On COE: 


got ee ees 
on ae 


One Be ‘the’ key questionable factors. in egpatae! s ‘contention is. that. 
a Cuban- owned Aerovia Q Airline p.tane: was sent up from Cuba To pick” | 
up the. group late at night. Although we spoke. to about a half-dozen . . 
former Key West employees of Aerovia Q, none could remember such moe tims @ 
an incident. Aerovia Q, however, quit. o regular flights. from : | 
Cuba to» Key West late tn 1961 and: records indicate that the last. ma 
payment: for office space in the airport. was ‘made in March, 1962. es 
Faraldo contends it would still ‘have. ae fey gien for an. Aerovia Cae: 4 
Q.plane' to: fly in from Cuba to Key West 1963 merely by filing — 
a flight plan with the FAA. (As noted, “ETigKE plan records: are not. | 
retained beyond 15 days.) Henry Till, flight service attendant. FOR: 3 
the FAA-in Key West since 1961, says. it's Ty) unlikely" that aoc > ~ 
Cuban. plane landed in Key West in (1963, | , 7 
| 
| 
| 


There is Another major inconsistency. in far aide: S contention. He- 
says he is absolutely sure he kep£ a copy of. the manifest (the. _ 
passenger. List) of the flight. He says he kept the manifests. of | 
all of. Aerovia Q's daily flights, each day would staple ‘them. all. 
together, fold them and put piven in-a white envelope and put the 
envelope — in-a cardboard box. He ‘2s the manifests were Prepared — 
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oe Dy Aerovias Q ‘personne|] and said that. the PEFSON who would -have 
Prepared the. manifest for the (Tight in question.was Celia 

— $Godtnét. © Through her brother who isstil} in Key West, Faraldo- 
< got me her ‘address in Miami. She told me she left Aerovias Q. 
"when it: chosed down its flights. In 496].-.. ° ; 


Se ee ee a, ee oe ee ee we cree 


acvertheless, Faraldo ‘specifically remembered where he had kept.” 

th at .box..of “mantfests at the airport. With the hel p of the current. 
airport, manager, we rummaged through every possible Storage area 
without suecéss. .The one storage room where Faraldo is :most sure 
they were Was recently gutted after-a rain storm ruined the ceiling | 


and flooded it. ‘The box, said Faraldo, was on a shelf suspended — 
from the ceiling between air conditioning ducts. The cel l-ing . 
and the ducts were torn out and thrown in’a ‘black Soggy heap on. | 
the side of The building. The curceat manager, R. Kenneth Agnew, 
Said everything that ‘had been stored in that room also was _ | 
thrown out. We probed Through the heap of discarded material 
without any luck. i ie 7 : 





CO OL i - deereegrerye ren ep. 


With the Key West angles almost exhausted, 1iéinally decided TO" 
My Pepsi dots reat 0) We theomennbig hs soon ne eh 
nent onee eee. sald, Ml -know-what.-you're talking abonn He 
mentioned it.to.us some time ago ‘and we went back through our files” 
and couldn't find anything, {ft would have been a damn good stor - 
for us to break, Obviously, if we did find it. He had: Oswatgd. z 
and Ruby in the group, right?" That took care of my oblique. approach. | 

_ Because of my interest, Renick Said he would check The files agains —— 
He said he did vaguely recall such a.group. being in Key West. "eiteer 
“coming or going." He admitted, however, that contributions. from. ~ 
stringers. doesn't get the same careful treatment as the station's 
own. “film, and that's not too careful, "so," he said, "therets. ee 
the possibility it slipped Through -our fingers. {f¢ it's not filed 
it didn't happen." a Oe a er 2s. 


- * + : 


So, in.sum, what do we have? On the surface we have, up until this. - 
‘point, a story that cannot be corroborated with hard evidence in 
any way. We have, in fact, a few-factors that. seem strangely. a 
Suspect and may even fit into a pattern of misinformation associated | 
with assassination investigations. There are, however, other factors ~ 
which make it difficult to rotally discard. ‘Faraldo's contention... as 
He is, most‘of all, a guy with a good reputation. An engineering 
graduate Of Auburn, he was airport manager at. Key West for.31 years 
and is nationally known in his field. Today he runs a. successful’ 
diesel -injectton’ servicing ‘business -cnd does commercial aerial ete Ss 
Photography: ~He:. has: provided information fo¢ other govenment- agencies _ 
and was. described by one. Federa] agent for me as. a source of “highest — 
ranking". whose information Is always "very good.™ ee 


Faraldo retained his credibility over the many hours |} spent with. 
him. -He‘is now, however, very anxiety ridden and perhaps on the 

edge of a nervous breakdown, He was visibly distraught when we 

wexTold the manifest records he had kept over the years were | es: 
SO casually discarded. In addition, he and his wife are extremely. 
upset about the Shooting and sinking of their houseboat... In checking 


out that incident, | am absolutely certain now it has nothing ‘to 
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do with our investigation. A few weeks ago, Faraldo had tiled 
a-claim.in court against a fellow named Michael Gill for an 
unpaid $599: bill for repair to his 40' sailboat, the "Restless 
Lady." Faraldo won the case and got. a Judgement against. Gill. 
Gill's lawyer-was Key West city attorney Manny James, recently © 
—indicted-with a few tak other city officials for drug “dealing; © 
most were. convicted, James was acquitted on a legal. technicality. 
Faraldo had noticed some marijuana stashed on Gill's boat*when  . 
he was repairing it. Before the judggément, Gill had the boat ownership 
transferred to.a.friend named Hollifi Ids. A week after the . 
judgement was filed, Gill was arrested for-cocaine dealing. 3 

It appears that Gill and his friends are seeking. revenge.on 

Faraldo. ‘Hollifield was seen just. fast Saturday p cruising 
around the boatyard where Faraldo is repairing his boat. | 


As credible as he is, there is another factor which may be 

an influence on..the quality: of Faraldo's mémory: Several years. 
ago he was attacked. by an irate -tourist who had gone bezerk after. — 

being told to move ‘his car out of a. no-parking lane. A huge Pees 
guy, a building contractor from North Carolina, he smashed Faraldo's:. 
face in, crushing his facial bones and. damaging his eyes.. He then 
kicked him on the .ground,. breaking ,-his» neck and back. . Faraldo 
“still wears..a. neck brace constantly: and: often a back brace. 

He has’ been unable to get the guy-extradicted from North Carolina, 


despite ‘the fact ‘the fellow has attacked three other people there.. 


Here are a few other things 1 found out about George Faraldo: 


A Navy veteran, he is an experienced pilot, an expert photographic™ 
technictan. and an’ electronic expert. 1! would estimate the value | 
of photographic and electronic equipment !. saw myself at well 


over. $100,000. He was very early involved in intelligence |. 


Agency.. (l,asked him if- he thought it was possible: that he was. i 
really working for the CIA. "Yes," he.said; “Il ‘would 2s one of | 


gathering activity—in Cuba for the United States aithet tenes pre” 


He said he had ‘Known Batista personally. ("I think he was one-of.. 


a 


built: into the bottom of his plane and wired to be triggered. by . 
him from the cockpit. He claims he never accepted a cent in pay 7 
for his intelligence-gathering work but when | asked himywas funding. - 
his equipment, he smiled and said, "No comment," age ce 
Once, Faratldo said, he was approached byca.man from Washington who .. 
gave him,;card which said he represented the "Union"-something. — 
(Perhaps "Union News," Faraldo isn'+ sure.) The man said he was”: 
interested in Faraldo's "Cuban operations" and said he would « 
pay him a quarter of a million dollars if he worked with him. 
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“money first in his bank account. The man said he would but, 
“according to Faraldo, he never aes up again. Faraldo safd 
che thought he still had the man's card, but. before | left 


on Monday night, we spent two hours looking. for it, first at 
aS home and then at his office. | | 


In the coursé ‘of. that search here are: names from ether cards 


we came across, ‘each of. whom Faraldo says he- has had contact 
with: 


Reinaldo Padial - a "hunting and “fishing: guide" who led eatin” 
to the’ Cuban. interior on one trip to a possible submarine. base 
near the- Bay ‘Of. Pigs. 


Gordon Ketly.- United. Sested ‘Information Agency; ce 
#383- 7700, 7 


Forrest. . Geerkin - Consul of the United States of America. 


o Conrad Manley «Oi Peur. tn Dhares, GS disat 


G. L. Latimer a US. Customs, Enforcement, Miami. 
Faraldo wouldn't tell me the details of his. Felationship with 
any of : these fellows, neither would he tel] ‘me the name of 


his — regular contact with the nUSIA. ss 


Faraldo says. he stopped working foe the USIA a few years ago ~ 
when after a dangerous trip to Cuba he personally hand-carried 
his film to Washington to the USIA office on Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Yet when he checked on it several days latér he was given | 


| 
sa 
-Faratdo said*he didn! t bpitaeee told him to eee the : | 

| 
the. run-around about what had happened to it and sx finally : 


told it had been “lost In the soup." (ruined while being peep ou. 
50, Faraldo. says, except for his supplying information to ~ 
certain drug. enforcement agencies, he is out of the intelligence . 
nuSiness today. | | | 
mmm. Panny: how these casual over- thé- transom leads turn out 
(Oo be far more maze-like than they first appear. 
% % x 7 
ddendum: ; However the Faraldo lead furns’ ‘out, | may have come. 


cross a bigger break in coincidentally meeting. The current: ‘manager 

f the Key- West. airport, Ken A new. Faraldo told me he had once . 
anaged. the ‘Marathon airport and my grapevine sources here in Miami: 
ad some ‘t:ime. ago told me that the. fellow who once managed The. Marathon . 
irport had extensive photos of the?’ ‘No: Name _Key peratio Turns . 

ut Agnew is the. man. He had, in: ‘fact, gotten -to know The. boys _ 
retty. well. Yes, he knew Richard Whatley and,yes, he remembered 

he fellow with. the mohawk haircut. He didn't. remember his name, 

ut his - description of the guy makes him a pretty warm prospect. 

or the: Odio connection. Agnew is going to dig up some photos 

or. me. (Remember- the No Name Key group was a- Fiorini/InterPen/ IAB - 
peration described by ‘Hans Tanner as. financed by. "dispossessed hotel 
nd ‘gambling room owners who operated under Botiete." Joe 
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 PLS.: ee hecaree and called Faradido's former secretary 


who: now tives here in Miaml. [It's by no means hard 
corroboration, -but she does pees the group belng at the 


. airport and ‘Paratdo running up and down to his office 


taking photos. She doesn't remember anything in particular 
about. the group, except that it was:at the: Key West Airport. 
She: worked upstairs in the office and only went down to. the 
coffee shop» to get a cup of coffee. .She says she went to 
work: for: Faraldo shortly after the Cuban missife crisis in 
October, (1962. She left Key West 10 years ago. Although 
cher memory. wasn't detailed, she thus far provides the best 


backing of Faraldo's recollection that the incident occurred 


in the: summer of 1963. 
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